
 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 12, 2025 
 

 
 
Present: Sam Blattenbauer, Jenni Barr, Jeff Strand, Ramona Borke, Mike Kelly, Brit Skolness, Rich Maras, Brad 
Thom, Susan Willard, Rich Maras, Rick Duval, Tonya Matson 
 

Present via phone call-in: Steve Busch 
 

Absent: Tim Krieg, Carmen Link 
 

The Meeting was called to order by President, Sam Blattenbauer at 9 a.m. 
 

Secretary Ramona Borke sent the minutes out prior to the meeting for review. Jeff Strand moved to accept the 
minutes, Brad Thom seconded. Passed. 
 

Jeff Strand, Treasurer, sent out the Treasurers Report. COLA will be paid soon and he is awaiting a bill from RMB 
Labs. We have a balance on hand of $54,778.01 ($6,659.91 Checkbook Balance and $48,118.10 CD). Rich Maras 
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Susan Willard. Passed. 
 

Committee Reports 
Clothing – Susan Willard has ordered sweatshirts, t-shirts and vests for this year. Jeff will explore setting up a 
Venmo account for payment of the clothing. 
 

Website – Rich Maras has the website up to date. 
 

Stickers – Rich Maras has ordered the new member stickers and will send a proof to the Board for approval when 
received. Update: Rich sent out the proof and board members provided feedback on the stickers to Rich. It was 
suggested that the year be outlined in black to stand out more. He will incorporate that into the design. There was 
discussion that the stickers are starting to curl. Rich said there is a better vinyl material that can be used. It would 
increase the cost about $125 for 500 to $538. Ramona moved that we try using the better quality vinyl material for 
500 member stickers at a cost of about $538. Jenni Barr seconded. Passed. 
 

COLA – Susan is still not receiving information about meetings. Jeff Strand will follow up with COLA to be sure she 
gets on the mailing list. 
 

BCLA Foundation and Water Testing – Tim Krieg sent a report. The BCLA Foundation fund is up over 15K since the 
beginning of the fiscal year. Logan Riedell, Becker Soil and Water is leaving S&W but is still involved with shoreline 
restoration. There are seven projects on Big Cormorant that qualify for the $500 BCLAF grants. They are still 
looking for another member of their Board. He will be soon contacting RMB Labs for the information needed for 
water testing. 
 

Boat Parade – Carmen Link was absent. The Boat Parade will be July 4 at 10 a.m. from the North Access and we 
will go counter clockwise (to the west) this year. If inclement weather, we will start at 2 p.m. Watch Facebook for 
updates. 
 

Beach Captains – Mike Kelly and Tonya Matson reported that all Captains are filled. There will be a social for Beach 
Captains and Board members on Friday, June 20 starting at 6:30 p.m. The Board furnishes the appetizers. Tonya 
has made arrangements with the Pub for this event. 
 

Planning and Zoning – Brad Thom reported that Swanies will be making some changes. There is a property in Pikes 
Bay that a structure is too big for the area. 
 



Ditch Clean Up – Carmen Link was absent. Discussed the dates for the Ditch Pick up. The dates have been set for 
the three years and advertised in the Directory as May 10, July 12, and September 13. Discussed having only 2 
dates, May 10 and September 13. Jenni will put in the Newsletter the change to two pickups. 
 

Buoys – Brit Skolness is waiting for the ice to go off. The plan is to have them in before fishing opener May 10. 
 

Fisheries – Steve Busch reported that the DNR is not stocking Big Cormorant any more as they complete that 
program. Gil netting will continue in late summer/early fall every 3rd year. Electrofishing still occurs. Steve will talk 
to them to present at Spring Fling. 
 

Watershed – Sam Blattenbauer reminded everyone that permits are now to be completed online. They are looking 
at hiring someone to inspect properties and take pictures from the lake. 
 

Newsletter – Jenni will be sending out a copy of the Newsletter for review this next week. She is going back to a 4-
page newsletter. It will be emailed in mid-April and after updating responses, mailed one month later only to those 
who have not sent in dues. 
 

Old Business 
Spring Fling June 21 – Jenni Barr will ask Karl Koenig, Becker Soil and Water, to speak at Spring Fling again. The 
Sheriff’s Department will also be present. Mike Kelly will ask Emmy Stenerson to pick up the door prizes again. 
Rich Maras moved to allow Emmy $400 for door prizes. Jeff Strand seconded. Passed. Discussed donations to The 
Sherrif Canine program and Search and Rescue, Y Camp, and LP Alert. $1000 was given to each organization or 
program last year. A question arose if there is an organization on the east side of the lake similar to LP Alert. They 
mentioned that they assist Audubon. Sam will look into it. Brad Thom moved that we donate $1000 each to the 
Sherrif’s Canine Program, Sherrif’s Search and Rescue program, the YMCA Camp, LP Alert and to the Audubon 
counterpart if it exists. Seconded by Diane Irwin. Passed. Tonya will order and pick up the donuts and beverages. 
Jenni will make sure we have access to store rooms with chairs so we can be there and set up at 8 a.m. Susan and 
Dianne will be there a little earlier to set up the clothing. 
 

New Business 
New Foundation Member – Tim Krieg is still looking for a new member. If he doesn’t find one before Spring Fling 
he may solicit during his BCLA Foundation report at Spring Fling. 
 

BCLA Board Member Terms – Sam Blattenbauer, Rick Duval, Jenni Bar, Carmen Link and Tonya Matson terms 
expire this year. Rick, Carmen, and Tonya were fill-ins for people leaving the board during their 3-year term and 
agreed to continue for a new 3-year term. Sam and Jenni also agreed to continue on the board.  
 

Portable Restrooms at the Sandy Beach – Discussed that this would be a good idea. This strip is owned by the 
DNR. Steve Busch was asked to check with the DNR on the feasibility of floating portable restrooms.  
FYI: Tim Krieg, in an email after the meeting, pointed out that about three years ago the BCLA Foundation Board 
received a grant request to install garbage cans at the sandy beaches. DNR was contacted then to see if it could be 
allowed and they denied the request stating that part of Big Cormorant is a “DNR Aquatic Managed Area” and 
people aren’t supposed to be gathering on the shorelines. DNR and the Foundation Board had concerns about 
who’s going to collect the garbage cans, and garbage spilling out all over the shoreline. Also, the amount of gulls, 
flies, wasps, and other wildlife this garbage would attract was a concern. The BCLAF Board denied the request.   
 

Jeff Strand announced that he will be stepping down as Treasurer 6/30/2026. Next year is a directory year. We 
should be looking for someone to take over the Treasurer. Jeff will help out as needed. 
 

Adjournment 
Brad Thom moved to adjourn the meeting. Tonya Matson seconded. Passed. Meeting adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 
 

Next Meeting: Spring Fling, June 21, 2025 at YMCA Camp Cormorant 9 a.m. Board Meeting following. 
 

Future Meetings:   September 20, 2025;  January 17, 2026;  April 18, 2026;  June 20, 2026  Spring Fling 


